Research stars by South Carolina Centers of Economic Excellence

South Carolina is building an
economy based on innovation.
The state’s visionary SmartState Program is leading the way. 
The SmartState Program was created by 
the South Carolina legislature in 2002 and 
is enabling the state to recruit top scientists 
and engineers from across the globe. These 
Research Stars lead the SC Centers of Economic 
Excellence, world-class R&D programs within 
South Carolina’s three research universities 
(Clemson University, the Medical University 
of South Carolina, and the University of South 
Carolina). 
The scientists and engineers recruited through 
the SmartState Program are working in a variety 
of critical fields such as automotive engineering, 
nanotechnology, advanced materials, and 
biomedicine. Moreover, their research 
has high potential for commercialization, 
meaning it can be converted into products, 
services, and jobs to sustain a competitive, 
winning economy in South Carolina. 
With the leadership of these internationally 
acclaimed Research Stars, the SmartState 
Program has attracted more than $1 billion 
into South Carolina’s economy ($400 million 
received and $600 million in additional 
commitments) and is responsible for the 
creation of nearly 5,000 new jobs.  >
Endowed Chair in Stroke
at the Medical University of South Carolina













William H. Murray Endowed Chair in Neuropathology
at the Medical University of South Carolina














USC Nanocenter Chair of Material Science and
Engineering at the University of South Carolina













Endowed Chair in Medication Safety and Efficacy
at the University of South Carolina













Countess Alicia Paolozzi Endowed Chair
at the Medical University of South Carolina 











Endowed Chair in Marine Genomics
at the Medical University of South Carolina













Endowed Chair in Brain Imaging
at the Medical University of South Carolina














Michelin Endowed Chair in Vehicle Electronic
Systems Integration at Clemson University













Dr. Todd H. Hubing
8
Endowed Chair in Hotel, Restaurant, and Tourism
Management at the University of South Carolina













Endowed Chair in Marine Genomics
at the University of South Carolina




























Dr. Thomas P. Kurfess
11
CoEE Chair in Strategic Approaches to the Generation
of Electricity at the University of South Carolina
Strategic Approaches to the Generation of Electricity 












GlaxoSmithKline Distinguished Endowed Chair
at the Medical University of South Carolina
Cancer Drug Discovery Center of Economic Excellence
n	 Pioneer of techniques that allow scientists to see what happens  
 inside an individual cell during reoxygenation—the restoration  
 of oxygen to an organ following oxygen deprivation, which   
 sometimes occurs following a heart attack or stroke. 
n	 Pioneer in a cellular microscopy that allows scientists to view  
 slices of an individual cell, much like CAT or MRI scans   
 complement the more traditional X-ray by allowing doctors   
 to view the body in layers. 
n	 Other applications for research include understanding the
 mechanisms through which the liver is injured by chronic
 alcohol use and donated organs are damaged while being held
 for transplant surgery.
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Dr. John J. Lemasters
Endowed Chair in Community and Social Support --
SmartHOME®® at the University of South Carolina














Endowed Chair in Cancer Stem Cell Biology
at the Medical University of South Carolina 















Fluor Endowed Chair in Supply Chain Optimization
and Logistics at Clemson University










Dr. Scott J. Mason
16
BlueCross BlueShield of South Carolina Foundation
Endowed Chair in Cardiovascular Health at the
University of South Carolina 













Endowed Chair in Clinical and Translational Research
at the University of South Carolina 















Endowed Chair in Biomedical Informatics
at the Medical University of South Carolina

















Endowed Chair in Solid Oxide Fuel Cells
at the University of South Carolina













Endowed Chair in Translational Cancer Therapeutics












Endowed Chair in Neuroimaging
at the University of South Carolina










Endowed Chair in Medical Informatics
at the Medical University of South Carolina











Lewis Blackman Endowed Chair for Patient Simulation
and Research at the Medical University of South Carolina












Dr. John J. Schaefer
24
Endowed Chair in Stroke Neurology
at the University of South Carolina 















The Burtschy Family Distinguished Endowed Chair
in Lung Cancer Research at the Medical University
of South Carolina








Dr. George R. Simon
26
Charles and Carol Cooper Chair in Pharmacy
at the Medical University of South Carolina













Dr. Charles D. Smith
27
Endowed Chair in Health Informatics Quality
and Safety Evaluation at the University of South Carolina











Endowed Chair in Regenerative Medicine
at the Medical University of South Carolina














The John C. West Endowed Chair in Cancer Research
at the Medical University of South Carolina














Grace E. DeWolff Endowed Chair in Medical Oncology
at the Medical University of South Carolina














Endowed Chair in Technology Applications to Prevent
and Manage Disease and Reduce Risk at the Medical
University of South Carolina













BMW Chair in Automotive Systems Integration
at Clemson University















Endowed Chair in Nanoelectronics
at the University of South Carolina

















Hansj®®org Wyss Endowed Chair Professor in Regenerative 
Medicine at Clemson University: 













Endowed Chair in Medicinal Chemistry
at the Medical University of South Carolina














Pamela P. Lackey, Chair
Regan Voit, Vice Chair








South Carolina’s Research Unversities
SmartState Review Board
SmartState Program Mission Statement
The SmartState Program serves the public interest by creating incentives for
the state’s research universities, in cooperation with other institutions of
higher education in the state, to raise capital from non-state
sources to fund endowments for specialized research professorships. 
These professorships in turn serve as the nucleus for unique, university-
based research centers which cultivate critical, public-private industrial
partnerships, expand the state’s knowledge base, create well-paying
jobs, and enhance economic opportunities and improve
the quality of life for the people of South Carolina.
www.SmartStateSC.org
